
  
 
                email enquiries@trees.org.au for any assistance 

We appreciate your time. Thank you for your contribution to The Bark™ and our industry. 
 

THE BARK – GENERAL TIPS FOR CONTRIBUTORS 

 

General Tips   
 

• USE MEANINGFUL SUBHEADINGS 
 
They can be standard subheadings like ‘Introduction’ or ‘Discussion’, they can be more 
conversational like ‘Why are Arborists Awesome?’, or something else entirely ‘An Arborist’s 
Average Day’.  
 

• ANY STYLE OF WRITING IS FINE 
 
Many use first person for articles and third person for scientific research papers, but either is 
fine.  Remember, our staff are here to help and edit if you need. If you get 
stuck/busy/writer’s block, you can email through where you’re up to and we can help the 
process along. 
 

• WORD LENGTH 
 
Discuss this with staff before you start your article. We’re pretty flexible, but it’s better to 
check. To give you a guideline 450- 500 words is about an A4 page and once we get some 
photos/graphics, that makes a 2 page spread, which is a nice size. 
 

• BULLET POINTS  
 
People respond well to concise information so don’t feel you have to convey everything in 
text. Lists work well and so do icons and graphics, which staff may be able to help you with. 
 

• PHOTOS, GRAPHICS, ILLUSTRATIONS ETC. 
 
You don’t need to insert these into your article, we’ll do it for you. Provide the text in a 
Word document, and provide each of your photos, graphs, tables etc as a separate file with 
a file name that let’s us know exactly what article it belongs to and where it goes in the text 
(e.g. Arborists are Awesome_Table 2 Our most awesome qualities). 
 
When it comes to photos and graphics of any kind - the bigger the resolution the better. If 
you’re not sure about this stuff contact staff and we can help.  
 

• REFERENCES 
 
List your references as normal. If space permits, we’ll print them, but if there are too many, 
we’ll do a link to the website or let people ask for the full article. 
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